AP World History Course Syllabus 2013-2014 School Year
AP World History is a class designed for the diligent and hardworking high school student who wished to earn college credit in high school through a rigorous academic program.  The AP World History course content is structured around the investigation of five course themes and 19 key concepts in six chronological periods, from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present.
The ability to read and make meaning from that reading is the single most important indicator of success at the college level.  In this class, students will be asked to read a significant amount of textual material and be able to understand and make meaning from that material.  Students must be able to take responsibility for their own learning.  This means they need to read and make meaning of textual materials, participate in all collaborative activities, take notes from presentations, ask questions when they do not understand, and complete all assignments on time.  Furthermore, cell phones should be off and students should not access social media, text, or play games in class.  These activities take away from a student’s ability to learn.
The Four Historical Thinking Skills

1.  Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence


A.  Historical Argumentation


B.  Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence

2.  Chronological Reasoning


A.  Historical Causation


B.  Patterns of continuity and change over time


C.  Periodization

3.  Comparison and Contextualization


A.  Comparison


B.  Contextualization

4.  Historical Interpretation and Synthesis


A.   Interpretation

B.  Synthesis

The AP World History themes present areas of historical inquiry that will be investigated throughout the duration of this course. 
The Five AP World History Course Themes
1. Interaction Between Humans and the Environment
2. Development and Interaction of Cultures
3. State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict
4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems
5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures
Taking the AP World History exam is a requirement of the course.

Main Textbook

Stearns, Peter N., et al.  World Civilizations: The Global Experience. 4th ed. AP version. New York: Pearson Longman, 2005.

Primary Sources:

Andrea, Al and Overfield, James. The Human Record: Sources of Global History. 4th ed. Vols. 1 & 2. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001.
Visual:  Most images for analysis will originate from the textbook, readers, and internet.  Samples for analysis will include but are not limited to art, political cartoons, tables, and photos.

Content Outline
Period 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations, to c. 600 B.C.E. 
1. Big Geography and Peopling of the Earth
a. Human migrations from East Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas

i. Use of Fire

ii. Development of tools

iii. Economic Structures based on small kinship groups 

2. The Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies

a. Neolithic Revolution led to the development of new and more complex economic and social systems

b. Agriculture and pastoralism began to transform human societies

3. The Development and Interactions of Early Agricultural, Pastoral, and Urban Societies

a. Core and foundational civilizations developed in a variety of geographical and environmental settings where agriculture flourished

b. The first states emerged within core civilizations

c. Culture played a significant role in unifying states through laws, language, literature, religion, myths, and monumental art
      4.  Pastoral and Urban Societies

Stearns, Chapters 1
Supplemental Readings or Reader

The Epic of Gilgamesh

The Judgements of Hammurabi
Alternate Readings (such as but not limited to):

Tables on Population Growth (Internet Source)
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, Ch. 6

Special Focus:  

What is a civilization?  
Activities and Skill Development

1.  Students will identify and analyze the causes and consequences of the Neolithic Revolution in the major river valleys as well as in Sub-Saharan Africa and Papau New Guinea.
2.  Compare and contrast two Neolithic representations and describe their possible purpose.
3.  Discuss the changing gender roles caused by the Neolithic Revolution.
4.  Analysis:  Students will analyze how geography affected the development of political, social, economic, and belief systems in Mesopotamia, Egypt, South Asia, East Asia, Mesoamerica, and the Andes.  Students will be given the opportunity to compare their findings with other civilizations.
Period 1 will take about 1 week
Period 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies, c. 600B.C.E. to c. 600 C.E. 
1. The Development and Codification of Religious and Cultural Traditions
a. Codifications and further developments of existing religious traditions provided a bond among the people and an ethical code to live by.

b. New belief systems and cultural traditions emerged and spread, often asserting universal truths

c. Belief systems affected gender roles.  Buddhism and Christianity encouraged monastic life and Confucianism emphasized filial piety

d. Other religious and cultural traditions continued parallel to the codified, written belief systems in core civilizations

e. Artistic expressions, including literature and drama, architecture, and sculpture, show distinctive cultural developments
2. The development of States and Empires
a. The number and size of key states and empires grew dramatically by imposing political unity on areas where previously there had been competing states

b. Empires and states developed new techniques of imperial administration based, in part, on the success of earlier political forms

c. Unique social and economic dimensions developed in imperial societies in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas

d. The Roman, Han, Persian, Mauryan, and Gupta empires created political, cultural, and administrative difficulties that they could not manage, which eventually led to their decline, collapse, and transformation into successor empires or states

3. Emergence of Transregional Networks of Communication and Exchange
a. Land and water routes became the basis for transregional trade, communication, and exchange networks in the Eastern Hemisphere

b. New technologies facilitated long-distance communication and exchange

c. Alongside the trade in goods, the exchange of people, technology, religious and cultural beliefs, food crops, domesticated animals, and disease pathogens developed across far-flung networks of communication and exchange
Stearns Chapter 2-5
Supplemental Readings or Reader (Such as but not limited to):

The Gospel of Mathew and Saint Paul, epistle to the Romans

Excerpts from the Quran

Excerpts from the Four Noble Truths
Special Focus:
World Religions

1.  Animism focusing on Australasia and Sub-Saharan Africa

2.  Judaism and Christianity

3.  Hinduism and Buddhism

4.  Daoism and Confucianism
Developments in Mesoamerica and Andean South America:  Moche and Maya

1.  Bantu Migration and its impact in Sub-Saharan Africa

2.  Transregional Trade:  The silk road and the Indian Ocean

3.  Developments in China-development of imperial structure and Confucian society

Activities and Skill Development:

1.  Comparison Essay-Methods of political control in the Classical Period.  Students can choose between Han China, Mauryan/Gupta India, Imperial Rome, and the Persian Empire

2.  Change and Continuity over Time Essay.  Political and cultural changes in the late classical period.  Students will choose between China, India, or Rome.

3.  Short Answer:  Analyze the Fayum Portraits to consider their purpose and social context. (Internet Source)

4.  Students will evaluate the causes and consequences of the decline of the Han, Roman, and Gupta Empires

5.  Mapping the changes and continuities in long distance trade networks in the Eastern Hemisphere:  Eurasian Silk Roads, Trans-Saharan caravan routes, Indian Ocean Sea Lanes, and Mediterranean sea lanes

6.  Students will analyze the origin, beliefs, practices, and diffusion of the major world religions and belief systems.

Period 2 will last approximately 4 weeks 
Period 3 Regional and Transregional Interactions, c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450
1. Expansion and Intensification of Communication and Exchange Networks
a. Improved transportation technologies and commercial practices led to an increased volume of trade, and expanded the geographical range of existing and newly active trade networks.
b. The movements of peoples caused environmental and linguistic effects
c. Cross-cultural exchanges were fostered by the intensification of existing, or the creation of new, networks of trade and communication
d. There was continued diffusion of crops and pathogens throughout the Eastern Hemisphere along the trade routes.

2. Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions
a. Empires collapsed and were reconstituted; in some regions new state forms emerged.

b. Interregional contacts and conflicts between states and empires encouraged significant technological and cultural transfers.

3. Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its Consequences
a. Innovations stimulated agricultural and industrial production in many regions

b. The fate of cities varied greatly, with periods of significant decline, and with periods of increased urbanization buoyed by rising productivity and expanding trade networks

c. Despite significant continuities in social structures and in methods of production, there were also some important changes in labor management and in the effect of religious conversion on gender relations and family life.

Stearns, Chapters 6-15
Supplemental Readings or Reader (such as but not limited to):

Mayan Creation Story, written in Latin during the 16th century, based on Mayan codices

USA Today, “Experts predict the next plague will come from animals” and “Plague emerges in Grand Canyon”

African Kingdoms and Islam

The Mongol Empire Takes Shape

The Concordat of Worms

Images of mosque architecture
Special Focus:

1.  Islam and the establishment of empire

2.  Polynesian Migrations
3.  Empires in the Americas:  Azteca and Inca

4.  Expansion of Trade in the Indian Ocean-The Swahili Coast of East Africa

Activities and Skill Development

1.  Comparison Essay-Comparing the level of technological achievement including production of goods 500-1000 (Middle East, South Asia, East Asia, Eastern Europe)

2.  Students will evaluate the causes and consequences of the spread of Islamic Empires

3.  Students will compare the Polynesian and Viking migrations

4.  Comparison Essay-Effects of Mongol conquest and rule.  Students will choose two between Russia, China, and the Middle East.

5.  Analysis-Students will examine the reasons behind the limited number of voyages by the Ming Navy during the 15th century.

6.  Analysis-Students will compare the effectiveness of the tributary and labor obligations in the Aztec and Incan Empires compared to those in Eastern Europe.

7.  Change and Continuity over Time Essay-Changes and continuities in patterns of interactions along the silk roads 200 BCE-1450 CE.

8.  Periodization Debate-Students will form small teams to research and rank at least three significant events that happened 100 years before and 100 years after 600 CE-1450 CE.  Students will argue whether they agree with the beginning and ending dates for this period or if they would propose a new periodization based on the conclusions form their research.

Period 3 will take approximately 6 weeks
Period 4: Global Interactions, c. 1450 to c. 1750
1. Globalizing Networks of Communication and Exchange
a. In the context of new global circulation of goods, there was an intensification of all existing regional trade networks that brought prosperity and economic disruption to the governments in the trading of the Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Sahara, and overland Asia.

b. European technological developments in cartography and navigation built on previous knowledge developed in the classical Islamic and Asian worlds, and included the production of new tools, innovations in ship designs, and an improved understanding of global wind and currents patterns-all of which made transoceanic travel and trade possible.

c. Remarkable new transoceanic maritime reconnaissance occurred in this period.

d. The new global circulation of goods was facilitated by royal chartered European monopoly companies that took silver from the Spanish colonies in the Americas to purchase Asian goods for the Atlantic markets, but regional markets continued to flourish in Afro-Eurasia by using established commercial practices and new transoceanic shipping services developed by European merchants.

e. The connections between the Eastern and Western hemispheres resulted in the Columbian Exchange.

f. The increase in interactions between newly connected hemispheres and intensification of connections within the hemispheres expanded the spread and reform of existing religions and created syncretic belief systems.

g. As merchants’ profits increased and governments collected more taxes, funding for the visual and performing arts, even for popular audiences, increased.

2. New Forms of Social Organization and Modes of Production
a. Traditional peasant agriculture increased and changed, plantations expanded, and demand for labor increased.  These changes both fed and responded to growing global demand for raw materials and finished products.

b. As new social and political elites changed, they also restructured new ethnic, racial, and gender hierarchies.

3. State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion
a. Rulers used a variety of methods to legitimize and consolidate their power.

b. Imperial expansion relied on the increased use of gunpowder, cannons, and armed trade to establish large empires in both hemispheres.

c. Competition over trade routes, state rivalries, and local resistance all provided significant challenges to state consolidation and expansion.

Stearns, Chapters 16-22
Supplemental Readings or Reader (Such as but not limited to):

Christopher Columbus from Journal of the First Voyage to America

Native American Account of Cortes’s Conquest from Miguel Leon-Portilla in the Broken Spears:  The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico
Martin Luther’s 95 Theses
Special Focus:
1.  Three Islamic Empires:  Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal

2.  Cross-Cultural Interaction:  The Columbian Exchange

3.  The Atlantic Slave Trade

4.  Changes in Western Europe-roots of the “Rise of the West”

Activities and Skill Development

1.  Students will evaluate the causes and consequences of European maritime expansion including the development of armed trade using guns and cannons

2.  Student Project-Each student will apply techniques used by art historians to examine visual displays of power in one of the land or sea based empires that developed in this time period

3.  Comparison Essay-Processes of Empire Building.  Students will compare the Spanish Empire to either the Russian or Ottoman Empires.

4.  Change and Continuity over Time Essay-Changes and continuities in trade and commerce in the Indian Ocean Basin 600-1750

5.  Periodization Debate-Students will form small teams to research and rank at least three significant events that happened 100 years before and 100 years after 1450 CE-1750 CE.  Students will argue whether they agree with the beginning and ending dates for this period or if they would propose a new periodization based on the conclusions form their research.

Period 4 will take approximately 6 weeks
Period 5: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750 to c. 1900 

1. Industrialization and Global Capitalism
a. Industrialization fundamentally changed how goods were produced.

b. New patterns of global trade and production developed and further integrated the global economy as industrialists sought raw materials and new markets for the increasing amount and array of goods produced in factories.

c. To facilitate investments at all levels of industrial production, financiers developed and expanded various financial institutions.

d. There were major developments in transportation and communication.

e. The development and spread of global capitalism led to a variety of responses.

f. The ways in which people organized themselves into societies also underwent significant transformations in industrialized states due to the fundamental restructuring of the global economy.

2. Imperialism and Nation-State Formation
a. Industrializing powers established transoceanic empires

b. Imperialism influenced state formation and contraction around the world.

c. New racial ideologies, especially Social Darwinism, facilitated and justified imperialism.
3. Nationalism, Revolution, and Reform
a. The rise and diffusion of Enlightenment thought that questioned established traditions in all areas of life often preceded the revolutions and rebellions against existing governments.

b. Beginning in the eighteenth century, peoples around the world developed a new sense of commonality based on language, religion, social customs, and territory.  These newly imagined national communities linked this identity with the borders of the state, while governments used this idea to unite diverse populations.

c. Increased discontent with imperial rule propelled reformist and revolutionary movements.

d. The global spread of European political and social thought and the increasing number of rebellions stimulated new transnational ideologies and solidarities.

4. Global Migration
a. Migration in many cases was influenced by changes in demography in both industrialized and unindustrialized societies that presented challenges to existing patterns of living.

b. Migrants relocated for a variety of reasons

c. The large-scale nature of migration, especially in the 19th century, produced a variety of consequences and reactions to the increasingly diverse societies on the part of migrants and the existing populations.
Stearns: Chapters 23-27
Supplemental Readings or Reader (Such as but not limited to):

The United States Bill of Rights

The English Bill of Rights

Toussaint L’Ouverture, Letter to the Directory

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative (Internet Source)

Testimony for the factory Act 1833

Jamaican Letter by Simon Bolivar

United States Declaration of Independence

Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto
Special Focus:

1.  Decline of Imperial China and the Rise of Imperial Japan

2.  19th Century Imperialism:  Sub Saharan Africa, South and Southeast Asia

3.  Comparing the French and Latin American Revolutions

4.  Changes in Production in Europe and the global Impact of those Changes

Activities include:

1.  Comparison Essay-Comparing the roles of women from 1750-1900 (East Asia, Western Europe, South Asia, Middle East)

2.  Change and Continuity over Time Essay.  Changes in production of goods from 1000-1900 in the Eastern Hemisphere

3.  Students will analyze political cartoons about European Imperial Expansion in Asia to identify how nationalism and the Industrial Revolution served as motivating factors in empire building in this time period

4.  Essay: Analyze how the intended audience and purpose of Equiano’s “Interesting Narrative” may have affected the tone of his story. (Internet Source)

4.  Students will analyze tables showing increased urbanization in various parts of the world to consider connections between urbanization and industrialization

5.  Using a series of documents, maps, and charts in the released DBQ about indentured servitude on the 19th and 20th centuries, students will assess the connections between abolition of slavery and increased migrations from Asian countries to the Americas.

6.  Periodization Debate-Students will form small teams to research and rank at least three significant events that happened 100 years before and 100 years after 1750 CE-1900 CE.  Students will argue whether they agree with the beginning and ending dates for this period or if they would propose a new periodization based on the conclusions form their research.
Period 5 will take approximately 5 weeks
Period 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments, c.  1900 to the Present
1.  Science and the Environment

a.  Researchers made rapid advances in science that spread throughout the world, assisted by the development of new technology.
b.  As the global population expanded at unprecedented rate, humans fundamentally changed their relationship with the environment.

c.  Disease, scientific innovations, and conflict led to demographic shifts.

2.  Global Conflicts and Their Consequences

a.  Europe dominated the global political order at he the beginning of the 20th century, but both land-based and transoceanic empires gave way to new forms of transregional political organization by the century’s end.

b.  Emerging ideologies of anti-imperialism contributed to the dissolution of empires and the restructuring of states.

c.  Political changes were accompanied by major demographic and social consequences.

d.  Military conflicts occurred on an unprecedented scale.

e.  Although conflict dominated much of the 20th century, many individuals and groups-including states-opposed this trend.  Some individuals and groups, however, intensified the conflicts.

3.  New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society, and Culture

a.  States responded in a variety of ways to the economic challenges of the 20th century.

b.  States, communities, and individuals became increasingly interdependent, a process facilitated by the growth of institutions of global governance.

c.  People conceptualized society and culture in new ways; some challenged old assumptions about race, class, gender, and religion, often using new technologies to spread reconfigured traditions.

d.  Popular and consumer culture became global.

Stearns: Chapter 28-36
Supplemental Readings or Reader (such as but not limited to):

Woodrow Wilson Fourteen Points

WW I Propaganda Posters-Internet Source

Vladimir Lenin, Power to the Soviets, September 1917

Adolph Hitler, Mein Kempf

Benito Mussolini, The Political and Social Doctrine of Fascism

Mao Zedong, Problems of China’s Revolutionary War by Mao Zedong-1936
Special Focus:
1.  World War I and World War II:  Global Causes and Consequences

2.  Skill Development Activity-Students will identify and analyze the causes and consequences of the global economic crisis in the 1930s
3.  Development of Communism in China, Russia, and Cuba

4.  Responses to Western involvement in Sub-Saharan Africa: Imperialism, the Cold War, and International Organizations

Activities Include:

1.  Comparison Essay-Compare the political goals and social effects of revolution in China, Russia, and Mexico.  Students will choose two.
2.  What do WW I posters have in common, even though they are from different countries?  Analyze the images for their point of view and purpose. (Internet Source)

2.  Change and Continuity over Time Essay-Changes and Continuities in the formation of national identities 1900-present.  Students choose from among the following regions:  Middle East, South Asia, or Latin America

3.  Analysis-Students wil analyze the benefits and consequences of the rapid advances in science during the 20th and early 21st centuries

4.  Students will trace the development of one form of popular culture in the 20th century and present a graphic or visual display of their research to the class

5.  Periodization Debate-Students will form small teams to research and rank at least three significant events that happened 100 years before and 1900 CE.   Students will argue whether they agree with the beginning dates for this period or if they would propose a new periodization based on the conclusions form their research.

Period 6 will take approximately 6 weeks
Teaching Methods
1.  Strategies designed to improve student understanding of textual material. 
2. Collaborative Discussions of Primary Source Documents and textual material
3. Fishbowl Discussions

4. Group Work to assess primary-source documents, write sample thesis statements, or prepare content presentations
5. Lecture Presentations
Grading and Student Evaluation

1. Tests and Quizzes-These include tests after every few chapters and unit tests.

2. Essays-DBQ, Change over Time, and Comparative Essay (First Semester-these are usually take home assignments, Second Semester-Actual In-Class Assignments similar to the AP Test)

3. Homework-Readings, Socratic Seminar Preparations, Study Guides, Analytical Essays, Thesis Statements, and Content maps.

4. Class Preparation
5. Students will be required to take quarterly exams and a first semester exam.

a. Tests and Quizzes





50%

b. Homework and Writing




25%

c. Class Preparation/Socratic Seminars/Organization

25%
DAILY REQUIREMENTS

The following items must be brought to class each day.  Students will not be allowed to leave class to retrieve forgotten items.

1. Binder or other organizational items

2. Textbook and document reader

All students are expected to participate in all class activities and Socratic seminars.  This includes taking notes, participating in discussions, and using in-class time when given for reading or writing.  Students are not allowed to work on other homework assignments during class time.  Other work will be confiscated and discarded. 

Class Rules

1. Students need to be seated and quiet when the bell rings.

2. Students must bring all required items to class each day.

3. All rules in the handbook apply including those on tardies.

4. No Food in the Classroom.  Water is allowed as long as garbage is thrown out.  Failure to do so will result in the end of this privilege.

5. Electronic Devices
a.  Cell Phones are not to be used during class.  Texting will result in phones being confiscated.
b.  Ear Phones, IPods, MP3 Players are not allowed to be used in class.

6. Students will stay seated and quiet until the bell rings and I dismiss the class.  Students will never congregate by the door before the bell rings.

Binder and Organization(10% of the 9 Weeks Grade)-All students must keep a binder with the following categories:

1.  Notes

2.  Key Terms

3.  Reading Comprehension Activities
4.  Quizzes and Tests

5.  Writing Assignments

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Date_____________
